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AMOS 9:1-15
1 I saw the Lord standing beside the altar, and He said, "Smite the capitals so that the thresholds will shake, And break them on the heads of them all! Then I will slay the rest of them with the sword; They will not have a fugitive who will flee, Or a refugee who will escape. 2 "Though they dig into Sheol, From there will My hand take them; And though they ascend to Heaven, From there will I bring them down. 3 "Though they hide on the summit of Carmel, I will search them out and take them from there; And though they conceal themselves from My sight on the floor of the sea, From there I will command the serpent and it will bite them. 4 "And though they go into captivity before their enemies, From there I will command the sword that it slay them, And I will set My eyes against them for evil and not for good." 5 The Lord GOD of hosts, The One who touches the land so that it melts, And all those who dwell in it mourn, And all of it rises up like the Nile And subsides like the Nile of Egypt; 6 The One who builds His upper chambers in the heavens And has founded His vaulted dome over the earth, He who calls for the waters of the sea And pours them out on the face of the earth, The LORD is His name. 7 "Are you not as the sons of Ethiopia to Me, O sons of Israel?" declares the LORD. "Have I not brought up Israel from the land of Egypt, And the Philistines from Caphtor and the Arameans from Kir? 8 "Behold, the eyes of the Lord GOD are on the sinful kingdom, And I will destroy it from the face of the earth; Nevertheless, I will not totally destroy the house of Jacob," Declares the LORD. 9 "For behold, I am commanding, And I will shake the house of Israel among all nations As grain is shaken in a sieve, But not a kernel will fall to the ground. 10 "All the sinners of My people will die by the sword, Those who say, 'The calamity will not overtake or confront us.' 11 "In that day I will raise up the fallen booth of David, And wall up its breaches; I will also raise up its ruins And rebuild it as in the days of old; 12 That they may possess the remnant of Edom And all the nations who are called by My name," Declares the LORD who does this. 13 "Behold, days are coming," declares the LORD, "When the plowman will overtake the reaper And the treader of grapes him who sows seed; When the mountains will drip sweet wine And all the hills will be dissolved. 14 "Also I will restore the captivity of My people Israel, And they will rebuild the ruined cities and live in them; They will also plant vineyards and drink their wine, And make gardens and eat their fruit. 15 "I will also plant them on their land, And they will not again be rooted out from their land Which I have given them," Says the LORD your God.

MATTHEW 27:27-37
27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole Roman cohort around Him. 28 They stripped Him and put a scarlet robe on Him. 29 And after twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on His head, and a reed in His right hand; and they knelt down before Him and mocked Him, saying, "Hail, King of the Jews!" 30 They spat on Him, and took the reed and began to beat Him on the head. 31 After they had mocked Him, they took the scarlet robe off Him and put His own garments back on Him, and led Him away to crucify Him. 32 As they were coming out, they found a man of Cyrene named Simon, whom they pressed into service to bear His cross. 33 And when they came to a place called Golgotha, which means Place of a Skull, 34 they gave Him wine to drink mixed with gall; and after tasting it, He was unwilling to drink. 35 And when they had crucified Him, they divided up His garments among themselves by casting lots. 36 And sitting down, they began to keep watch over Him there. 37 And above His head they put up the charge against Him which read, "THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS."

The Power of the Sacrament of the Altar
How can bodily eating and drinking do such great things?
Certainly not just eating and drinking do these things, but the words written here: “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.”  These words, along with the bodily eating and drinking, are the main thing in the Sacrament.  Whoever believes these words has exactly what they say: “forgiveness of sins.”

IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
It’s a strange sign that they hung over Jesus’ head:  “This is Jesus, King of the Jews.”

They didn’t mean it as a proper title, of course; they didn’t intend to put up a sign that gave an accurate description.  By this sign, they are speaking derision—it was sarcasm meant to insult, as if to say, Look here, See this man hanging on the cross as a common criminal, he’s King of the Jews!
It follows the Roman soldiers having stood around him, mocking him, beating him, put ridiculous robes on him, all while they bowed their heads to him, laughing, and saying, Hail, King of the Jews.

It all seemed so funny at the time, so insulting and humiliating, to treat this man as a common criminal, while at the same time addressing him as if a king.

And yet, the title was true.  This is the King of the Jews they are spitting on, mocking, and humiliating.  This is the King of the Jews they have crucified.  This is the One spoken beforehand by the prophets.  Amos 9:11: 

“In that day,”
[says the Lord,]

“I will raise up the fallen booth of David.”

From the promise given by the prophets, we are looking for a Davidic king, a King to sit upon the throne a David, for a Man who comes from the lineage of David who will then be anointed to establish the Kingdom for eternity.  And here he is, the King upon the throne of David, and we find that it is a Man bloodied and spit on, humiliated and insulted, it is Jesus on the cross.


The world has seen nothing like this before—a kingdom won not by spear and warhorse, but by blood shed from the cross, a Throne established not by power and might, but by humility and grace.

But this is our King.  For the blood shed by this King upon the Throne of David, by this King of the Jews, is shed for sin, is shed as the cleansing sacrifice atoning for the sins of every sinner.

That’s what makes him our king.  To be a member of this King’s kingdom, a member of the New Israel, you need to be one of those he purchased into his kingdom.  Those he purchased into his kingdom are those who have sin, for he didn’t come for anyone but sinners, and his blood was shed for only that purpose. 

That’s what makes him our King.  We are sinners, he is the King and Savior of sinners.  We have sin, he is the one who forgives sin with his own blood.  He is King of Israel, we are the New Israel, baptized into him.


So now, as his people, we rejoice in how he cares for us.  We were not at that cross outside Jerusalem, we did not see our King establish his Throne with the price of his own blood—it was all accomplished at the cross, but we were not there.

We are here, in our own lives, with our own sin, generations later.  He brings that blood of the cross to us.  What was accomplished at the cross was not distributed there.  It is distributed at the Lord’s Table, generation after generation, to those he gathers into his kingdom.

That is the gift of the Sacrament, where he brings the blood of the cross to us and says, “This is my blood, for the forgiveness of your sins.”  In those words, the cross now belongs to us, he is our King, and we are now members of his Kingdom of grace. 

How can bodily eating and drinking do such great things?, 

we are taught to ask in the Catechism.

Certainly not just eating and drinking do these things,
says the Catechism,

but the words written here: “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.”  These words, along with the bodily eating and drinking, are the main thing in the Sacrament.  Whoever believes these words has exactly what they say: “forgiveness of sins.”
IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
